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D R A F T

STATE CONSUMER HEALTH INFORMATION AND POLICY

ADVISORY COUNCIL

HEALTH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
MISSION – RESPONSIBILITIES – MEMBERSHIP
MISSION

The Health Information Technology Committee shall advise and support the Agency for Health Care Administration ("Agency") to develop and implement a strategy for the establishment of a privacy-protected, secure, and integrated statewide network for the communication of electronic health records among authorized parties pursuant to Florida Statute.
The Health Information Technology Committee shall stay informed of developments in the Health Information Technology field and consult with national and international health information technology initiatives and state-level health information exchanges operating within the public and private sector. The Committee will develop recommended technical standards to ensure the interconnectivity of all health care providers and to establish and maintain the security for electronic health information.

The Committee will evaluate applications for the Florida Health Information Network Grants Program and make selection and funding recommendations to the Agency Secretary.

RESPONSIBILITIES

I. The Committee shall provide guidance for health information exchanges operating in Florida to ensure the privacy of health information and its availability in the event of an emergency or disaster, including recommendations for a periodic privacy and security risk assessment and for demonstrated interoperability consistent with widely adopted standards or standards accepted by a recognized organization that establishes national standards for electronic information networks.
II. Recommend technical standards including:

a. Authorization and access controls;
b. Data transmission security procedures;
c. Protections against improper or inadvertent modification of data;

d. System audit controls;

e. Controls placed on affiliated organizations that will have access to the data; and
f. Other standards recognized by the Committee as essential to safeguarding personal health information.
III. The Agency shall publish and disseminate the Committees recommendations.  The Committee shall research and collaborate with stakeholders to develop best practices recommendations for the following types of health information exchanges:
a. Regional health information networks;
b. Third-party personal health record systems;
c. Electronic prescribing networks; and

d. Other health information exchanges as adopted by the Committee.

IV. The Committee shall assist the Agency as it develops and implements specific programs or strategies that address:

a. The creation, development, and expansion of electronic health information exchange;

b. Solicit involvement of stakeholders for the adoption of electronic health record systems by health care providers including:
i. Education programs for health care providers;

ii. Privacy officers; and

iii. Other health care stakeholders.

c. Consumer outreach and education regarding the benefits of electronic health information exchange, consumer rights and protections, and privacy and security recommendations issued by the Committee;
d. Health information exchange sustainability and business models;

e. Opportunities to reduce infrastructure and operating costs of regional health information networks through group purchasing or coordinated development;

f. Technical support to assist Medicaid providers in the adoption of electronic health record systems; and

g. Health information exchange transboundary operations.

V. The Committee will support the Florida Health Information Network Grants Program by reviewing and evaluating applicant proposals and making selection and funding recommendations pursuant to the Grant program requirements.  The Committee will: 
a. Establish a Grants Program panel for each of the three award categories:

i. Panels will consist of Committee members and special advisors to the Committee who have technical expertise in health information technology;
ii. Panels will review and evaluate related applications by award categories; and

iii. Each panel’s recommendations will be forwarded to the Committee for review and approval.

b. Evaluate panel recommendations and make project and funding allocation recommendations; and
c. Forward its recommendations, specifying funding levels, to the Secretary of the Agency.

VI. The Committee shall make recommendations for reform of state laws and regulations to reduce barriers to electronic health information exchange including:
a. Consolidate laws related to medical and health records and the resolution of inconsistencies or conflicts;
b. Revise statues to provide for the sharing of information among providers in the event of an emergency in which a patient or a patient’s legal guardian is unable to provide written or verbal consent; and

c. Clarify and harmonize any conflicting rules related to health information exchange that are contained in the Florida Administrative Code.
VII. The Committee shall make recommendations regarding the use of rewards or incentives to encourage Medicaid clinicians to adopt electronic medical record systems and participate in Florida health information exchanges.

VIII. The Committee shall assess opportunities to increase consumer access to the consumer’s health records and incorporate such policies into the Florida Health Information Network grants program.

IX. The Committee shall advise appropriate parties within the Executive and Legislative branches on issues related to the development and integration of the health information infrastructure.
X. The Committee will advise and develop recommendations for the continuing operations of health information exchanges during times of large-scale disasters such as hurricanes, bioterrorism, and other events. These recommendations will include:

a. Technical health information exchange disaster recovery standards and requirements; and

b. The interoperability of health information exchanges in partnership with the Federal Emergency Management Agency National Response System (NRS), and Florida’s Incident Command System/Unified Command Structure (ICS/UC).

MEMBERSHIP
The Committee is composed of seventeen members representing the following themes:

Health Information Exchange Programs

· Two members from operating Health Information Exchanges in Florida. These members must be recused during FHIN Grant discussion, evaluation and recommendation processes.

Hospitals and Clinics
· Two members from health care facilities utilizing advanced Electronic Medical Records systems
Rural Health

· One member from a Federally Qualified Health Center or other rural health organization utilizing Electronic Medical Records, Telemedicine or Telehealth systems
Practitioners
· Two member physician utilizing an advanced electronic health records system in his or her practice
Professional Associations

· Three members from associations supporting electronic health records systems

Health Plans

· One member from the health insurance industry

High Speed Internetworking

· One member from Florida Lambda Rail

Health Informatics Organization
· One members representing the Health Informatics field
University
· One member representing universities with active Allied Health and Medical Programs and active involvement in Health Information Management and Health Information Technology
Nationally Recognized Health Information Exchange/Electronic Medical Records Technologist/Architect
· One member nationally known for his or her technical expertise as an Health Information Exchange/Electronic Medical Records Technologist/Architect (Vendor independent)

Consumer

· One member representing a statistically significant consumer population in Florida
Legal

· One member representing Health Information Technology/Privacy Security law

State Government

· One member from the Agency for Health Care Administration Florida Center for Health Information and Policy Analysis

· One member from the Florida Department of Health
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