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PURPOSE
The Health Information Exchange Coordinating Committee shall advise and support the Agency for Health Care Administration ("Agency") to develop and implement a strategy for establishing of a privacy-protected, secure, and integrated statewide network for the communication of electronic health records among authorized parties.  The Committee will function as an issue-oriented technical workgroup of the State Consumer Health Information and Policy Advisory Council.  
RESPONSIBILITIES

I. The Coordinating Committee will provide technical guidance to Regional Health Information Organizations developing and operating health information exchanges in Florida to promote the development of a privacy-protected, secure, and integrated statewide network of local and regional systems for health information exchange.

II. The Coordinating Committee will support the Florida Health Information Network Grants Program by reviewing and evaluating applicant proposals and making selection and funding recommendations pursuant to the Grant program requirements.  The Committee will also periodically review the FHIN Grant Program Requirements and advise the Agency regarding modifications to advance the development of a health information network.  The Committee will: 

a. Establish a Grants Program panel for each of the award categories:

i. Panels will consist of Committee members and special advisors to the Committee who have technical expertise in health information technology;

ii. Panels will review and evaluate related applications by award categories; and

iii. Each panel’s recommendations will be forwarded to the Committee for review and approval.

b. Evaluate panel recommendations and make project and funding allocation recommendations; and

c. Forward its recommendations, specifying funding levels, through the Advisory Council to the Secretary of the Agency.

III. The Coordinating Committee shall assist the Agency as it develops and implements specific programs or strategies that address:

a. The creation, development, and expansion of electronic health information exchange;

b. The adoption of electronic health record systems by health care providers including education programs and pilot projects to facilitate adoption;
c. Consumer outreach and education regarding the benefits of electronic health information exchange, consumer rights and protections, and privacy and security recommendations issued by the Committee;

d. Health information exchange sustainability and business models;

e. Opportunities to reduce infrastructure and operating costs of regional health information networks through group purchasing or coordinated development;

f. Rewards, incentives or technical support to encourage Medicaid providers to adopt electronic medical records systems and participate in health information exchanges; 

g. Integrating Florida Medicaid, state health data and county health data within the electronic health information exchange; and

h. Health information exchange interoperability and the promotion of data sharing agreements among health information exchanges.

IV. The Coordinating Committee shall advise the Agency regarding developments in health information technology and national standards related to the security of electronic health information exchange  including:

a. Authorization and access controls;

b. Data transmission security procedures;

c. Protections against improper or inadvertent modification of data;

d. System audit controls;

e. Controls placed on affiliated organizations that will have access to the data; and

f. Other standards recognized by the Committee as essential to safeguarding personal health information including recommendations for periodic privacy and security risk assessments.  
V. The Committee shall coordinate its activities with the Privacy and Security Project Legal Working Group in order to make recommendations for reform of state laws and regulations to reduce barriers to electronic health information exchange. 

VI. The Coordinating Committee shall coordinate its activities with the State Electronic Prescribing Advisory Panel in order to promote the adoption of ePrescribing software and to integrate ePrescribing functionality with health information exchanges in Florida.

VII. The Coordinating Committee shall assess opportunities to increase consumer access to the consumer’s health records and incorporate such policies into the Florida Health Information Network grants program.
VIII. The Coordinating Committee will work in coordination with state and national health information technology organizations.
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